increased political uncertainty has further undermined economic development, amid a global 60 financial crisis that has accentuated impacts on the poor, leading to increased food insecurity and 61 corruption (Randrianja, 2012a ; Figure 1 ). Poor governance and a lack of clarity in forest regulations 62 have aided timber trafficking during at least three periods (1992, 2006 and 2009-2010) 
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Despite an international ban on export and trading, the timber has been exported unceasingly to the 80 present day. As is the case with most tropical precious timber, the bulk of the rosewood has been 81 shipped to China, where demand for it is enormous (Innes, 2010) . On the Chinese market, 2014 82 prices often exceeded US$17,000 per ton-ten times more than that of other tropical hardwoods 83 (Cerutti & Gumbo, 2018) . In 2011, Malagasy rosewood stocks were estimated to be in excess of 84 500,000 tons. In 2013, the international community, spearheaded by the South African 85 Development Community (SADC) prepared new presidential elections, expected to put an end to 86 the political and economic crisis of an increasingly beleaguered nation (Waeber et al., 2016 and (c) hidden. It may be worth mentioning 'stockpile elasticity'-an example of which is 94 illustrated in the stockpiles, which were declared in 2011 but were never verified. As the stockpiles 95
were not verified, there was 'room' within them to serve as 'buffers': movement could occur by 96 means of newly-sourced timber being shifted into and out of an undeclared stockpile, to facilitate 97 further." The report alludes to instances of loggers returning to exploited forests in order to retrieve 108 stumps of previously felled rosewood trees. Note a parallel here, which serves to illustrate the 109 unstoppable determination with which the suppliers will go to, in order to obtain the commodity: 110 7 in the crisis facing rhinos in Africa, poachers have killed many dehorned animals for the sake of 111 harvesting just the stumps of their horns (Lindsey & Taylor, 2011) . The intense pressure on fast diminishing natural resources such as rosewood and other precious 326 timber in Madagascar and elsewhere will increase the value of such stocks within the coming 327 decades. We need to learn from the story of ivory stocks, of which the burning did not help wild 328 populations of African elephants (e.g., Biggs et al., 2016) , and where selling of the stocks, despite 329 CITES Appendix I listing, did not slow down further slaughtering of wild elephants. Traders 330 generally sit on their stocks, waiting for better market conditions. We believe there is a case for the 331 controversial stocks to be secured somewhere in Madagascar-for example, deep in an artificial 332 lake. Therefore, this option may be a way for the rosewood stocks to truly benefit future generations 333 of Malagasy people. If such an alternative is not adopted, China for the most part, will take the 334 lion's share, just as has happened in the past-but see parallels to the case of ivory. We have to 335 question if postponing the same issues for some decades, can be a viable future solution. If the 336 timber is sold in 30 years from now, would it be a by means of a transparent process that benefits 337 the Malagasy people and the island's biodiversity? Would the same institutions again, sit together 338 only to have the same discourse as just happened in June? Given our paucity of knowledge on the 339 delineation of the various Malagasy rosewood and ebony species, their ecology, distributions and 340 conservation status, is it not completely premature to take risks, which would further put additional 341 pressure on the remaining wild populations of these tree species? In the situation we have outlined, 342 there is concern that Malagasy rosewoods may even be removed off the CITES Appendix II, when 343 actually, up-listing them to Appendix I, seems to be the best way forward in this typical case of 344 wicked problems. It would facilitate a more transparent handling of the stocks and render the 345 current rosewood situation less politically motivated. 
